


We have been very fortunate in that almost all of the software we have 
used so far has been free of charge. It can all be downloaded by going 
to the ICT room in Fronter (your child will know how to find this). 
However Microsoft Office (Word, Excel, Powerpoint, Publisher and 
others) is still expensive to buy. There is a cheaper way however, by 
using www.software4students.co.uk. They have many excellent 
student deals, including a recent offer for Microsoft Office for £35.  
 
Whilst having this software at home is not essential (the ICT room is 
supervised for home learning before and after school), students often 
find it helpful to be able to work on projects in their own time. More 
useful is to have a good internet connection at home, as the use of 
Fronter increases. 
 
One final message: a recent survey showed that large numbers of 
Wren students have computers in their bedrooms. It is really important 
to keep computers in communal areas as this reduces the risk of 
unwanted attention from online predators, as well as allowing parents 
to be more aware of and involved in the online world that absorbs 
teenagers so much. I will be attending a Parent Group meeting about 
internet safety on 18 November where these issues can be discussed 
further. 
 
For any more information on any of the above, please do not hesitate 
to contact me 
 
Oliver Oakley, Head of ICT 
oliver.oakley@wrenacademy.org 
 
 

 
 

FOCUS DAY – 2 OCTOBER 2009 
 
Year Seven enjoyed their first focus day at Wren on Friday 2 October.  
Students were engaged in learning activities which were led by student 
art and design teachers from The Institute of Education.  They had 
been invited to design one-day workshops to encourage our Year 
Sevens to notice, question and explore ideas related to architecture 
and space.  It was clear that everyone thoroughly enjoyed the day, and 
especially learning through creative and practical activities.  It was 
wonderful to observe the 
new ADT block come 
alive with the hum of 
creative endeavour!  One 
group constructed a huge 
geodesic dome from 
rolled up newspaper while 
other groups used string 
to create web-like 
structures in the voids of 
classroom spaces.  Many 
of the activities stimulated our students to re-think their ideas about 
space and structure.  They articulated their ideas superbly during the 

critique at the end of the 
day – and everyone had 
an opportunity to learn 
from each other.  It was 
a highly successful day 
in terms of student 
learning and enjoyment.  
 
Jane Snowsill: 
Assistant Principal, 
Art, Design and 
Technology 

jane.snowsill@wrenacademy.org 
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HOUSE VISIT DAY – 5 OCTOBER 2009 
As part of our programme of Focus Days, on Monday 5 October 2009 the 
whole of Wren Academy travelled into Central London to visit the churches 
that our Houses are named after.  Here are some reflections from the 
students about their day: 
 

St Andrew’s Holborn 
On 5 October everyone at Wren Academy went 
on a school trip to St Paul’s Cathedral. We also 
in our different groups went to our house church. 
The weather was a disappointment but did not 
dampen our spirit!  At 9.00am we caught the bus 
and headed towards St Paul’s Cathedral. For 
some people it was the first time they have been 
there and they were amazed by the enormous 
building right in front of them. We looked around 
and recorded our observations in our work 
booklet, then we set off to climb the dome.  
Looking up, it seemed very high. As we were 
going up the stairs they got very narrow. 
Eventually, after who knows how many steps we 

finally reached the top. We could see the whole of London as we were very 
high. In the afternoon we went to our house church; Holborn’s church was 
called St Andrew’s. There was a curator there who gave us information. It was 
really interesting learning about the church that our House is named after.  
There were lots of famous historical characters that are linked to our church.  
By Jada Powell Holborn/OOA 
 
Piccadilly house travelled into London to explore the area we are named after 
and two churches designed by Sir Christopher Wren.  We got on the bus to 
Bounds Green and caught the train to Piccadilly and got off at Green Park. 
From there we headed to St James’s church in Piccadilly to explore and learn 
more about Wren’s work.  We sketched some designs in to our books. After 
we went back to Green Park station and by then we were all very hungry. We 
travelled on the Piccadilly and Central lines on the underground and finally by 
foot to St Paul’s cathedral.  The cathedral was amazing and very different to 
St James’s church.  The highlight was climbing up to the whispering gallery 
and then out onto the dome where we got stunning views over London.  We 
then made the long journey home after an enjoyable but tiring day.  
By Ben Graham and Siobhan Olsen Piccadilly/PMO 
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